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Baddeleyite (monoclinic; m-ZrO2) is a widespread and
important chronometer within shergottites and broader planetary
materials, yet the integrity of U-Pb isotope compositions during
shock metamorphism are poorly constrained. While experimental
studies indicate robust U-Pb isotope systematics up to ~57 GPa
[1], shocked baddeleyite within terrestrial [2] and martian [3,4]
lithologies document partial to complete age resetting. Pb loss is
closely linked to baddeleyite microstructure [2,4,5], formed by
reversion from meta-stable orthorhombic (o-ZrO2) polymorphs at
≥3.3 GPa [6]. Here, we combine microstructural analyses and in-
situ U-Pb chronology of baddeleyite in four enriched
shergottites: Zagami, NWA 7257, NWA 8679 and Tindouf 002.

Our study documents micro-scale structural variability within
baddeleyite, and widespread reversion from o-ZrO2. Plastically
deformed magmatic twin relationships are rarely preserved, with
most baddeleyite yielding poor crystallinity. These quasi-
amorphous microstructures [4] document partial to complete
reversion from o-ZrO2 at low post-shock temperatures (Zagami;
≤220 °C [7]) that inhibited nucleation of reverted m-ZrO2.
Higher post-shock temperatures allow micron-scale nucleation of
m-ZrO2; these structures are observed within Tindouf 002 and
rarely within NWA 8679. Nascent recrystallisation of Tindouf
002 baddeleyite is observed in areas of increased shock melting.

Critically, we observe no link between baddeleyite
microstructure and U-Pb isotopic compositions, with data
forming discordia indicative of closed system U-Pb behaviour. In
contrast to previous studies [2,3,4], this indicates that post-shock
heating was of insufficient magnitude and longevity to induce
resolvable Pb mobility, and that phase heritage alone does not
result in U-Pb isotopic disturbance. We therefore present new
crystallisation ages for NWA 7257, NWA 8679 and Tindouf 002,
confirm the previous U-Pb baddeleyite age of Zagami, and
highlight the potential of baddeleyite as a robust U-Pb
chronometer within a wide range of planetary materials.
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