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Open Access (OA) describes the free, unrestricted access to
and re-use of research articles. Recently, a new wave of interest,
debate, and practice surrounding OA publishing has emerged.
Here, we provide a simple overview of the trends in OA practice
in the broad field of geochemistry. We re-examine a list of 56
journals previously worked by Pourret et al. (2020a) and assess
whether Article Processing Charges (APCs) and Journal Impact
Factors (JIFs) appear to influence publication or not as
previously look by Pourret et al. (2020b). More than 40% of
articles in 2018–2019 were published OA, and about 70% of that
portion in fully OA journals. These had a mean APC of US$ 900,
whereas the remaining were published in hybrid journals with a
higher mean APC of more than $US 1,800. A moderate and
positive correlation is found between the number of OA articles
published in hybrids journals and their JIF, whereas there is a
stronger positive relationship between the number of OA articles
published in fully OA journals and the APC. For OA articles
published in hybrid journals, it seems that the proportion of OA
articles tends to increase in journals with higher JIF. The rise in
OA publishing has potential impacts on the profiles of
researchers and tends to devolve costs from organizations to
individuals. Until the geochemistry community makes the
decision to move away from journal-based evaluation criteria, it
is likely that such high costs will continue to impose financial
inequities upon research community. However, geochemists
could more widely choose legal self-archiving as an equitable
and sustainable way to disseminate their research.
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