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Abstract 

The Pleasant Run Waterway (PRW) receives 
contamination from several sources. The main concern from a 
human health perspective emerges from bacterial pollution 
originating predominantly from the Combined Sewer 
Overflow (CSO). Our data (one year monitoring) revealed 
that some PRW localities significantly exceed EPA standard 
limit 235 cfu/100 mL for E. coli bacteria body exposure, 
especially during rain/storm events in the combination with 
higher temperature-this situation is exacerbated by climate 
change-induced frequent flooding events, thus limiting the 
opportunity for safe human interaction with the waterway. 

We selected six sample sites along the PRW and one 
control site out of Indianapolis. Additionally, we collected 
data from White River for one month (July). Beside fecal 
coliforms, we also monitor water quality parameters, present 
of some metal and nutrient elements. One of the solutions that 
can be used prior to technical adjustment seems to be 
constructed wetlands.  

 
 


